
PHOTOGRAPHY

1900 to 1990



1900’s
In 1903 Gaumont of Paris introduced a well designed  ‘Vest Pocket 
Camera’ taking 4.5 x 6 cm plates. This was considered the smallest 
acceptable size from which a contact print could be made for pasting in a 
photo album. 
The Ilford company was formed in 1900, and produced their first camera 
in 1902. This camera had a 40exp special cut film with a cardboard 
backing. It could only be loaded / reloaded in total darkness. 
Glass plates were introduced in 1903 with a very high speed rating of 
about 35ASA.  
Bromide paper and film rolls were introduced by Ilford in 1908. 
My choice of photographers of the 1900’s include Alvin Coburn and Alfred 
Stieglitz. 
Amateur and Professional photographers alike had to make up their own 
chemical solutions and even coat their own plates and papers.  
Most chemicals were readily available from Chemist shops.











1910’s
Kodak introduced Eastman Portrait film to replace glass plates for 
professionals in 1913. 
The ‘Speed Graphic’ camera was introduced about this time. These 
were originally single shot cameras requiring reloading between 
shots. These were later available with 5 shot multipack magazines. 
These were the mainstay of newspaper photographers until the 
1950’s.  
In 1912 George P. Smith of Missouri produced a 35mm camera 
which took 1 x 1.5 inch pictures on cine-film. 
In 1914 Levy-Both of Berlin produced a ‘Minnograph’ camera taking 
50 pictures 18 x 24 mm on 35mm cine-film. The external 
dimensions were very similar to the ‘Leica’ developed by Oskar 
Barnack in Wetzlar. Due to the War the ‘Leica’ would not be 
produced for another 10 years. 
Ilford introduced their first daylight loading roll film in 1915. 
My choice of photographers of the 10’s include Paul Strand, Eugene 
Atget and E.O.Hoppe.







1920’s
Ilford introduced their MQ developers in 1920’s, 
also their ‘Ultra-Rapid’ roll film in 1924 (28ASA). 
Rollei produced their first Twin Lens Reflex 
(TLR) in 1929. The first models used 111 film. 
Later models used the now normal 120 film. 
The ‘Leica’ developed by Oskar Barnack in 
Wetzlar in 1914 was introduced in 1925 with a 
rangefinder and an Elmar  f3.5 lens with 
excellent definition at full aperture. 
The introduction of fast developed gelatine 
bromide paper helped the 35mm gain in 
popularity. However progression was held back 
due to the quality of available film not being up 
to the quality required by the camera. 
My choice of photographers of the 20’s includes 
Laszlo Noholy-Nagy.













1930’s
Ilford introduced their Selo Ortho film No20 @ 
32ASA and Printing Out Paper (POP) in 1930. 
Hypersensitive Pancromatic plates introduced in 
1931. ID 23 and 24 paper developers introduced in 
1935. 
Fine grain pancromatic and Hypersensitive 
pancromatic roll films introduced in 1935. These 
were the for-runners of their FP and HP films that 
are still manufactured today. 
1939 saw the introduction of Roll film in FP2 and 
HP2 (125ASA). 
Kodak introduced Kodachrome amateur colour film 
for slides in 1935, followed by ‘readymount’ service 
in 1939. 
My choice of photographers of the 30’s include 
Man Ray, Alfred Eisenstadt, Cecil Beaton, Andre 
Kertesz, Edward Steichen, Henri Cartier-Bresson, 
Edward Weston and Bill Brandt.









1940’s
Multigrade paper introduced without success by Ilford 
in 1940. HP3 in roll and 35mm intro’d by Ilford 1941 at 
125ASA. FP3 now 40ASA in 1946. 
Ilford intro’d Ilford Colour film at 10ASA in 1948, similar 
to Kodachrome. 
Nikon 1 rangefinder camera first sold with 24 x 32 
format on 35mm. PanF intro’d in 1948. Kodak 
introduced Kodacolor colour print film in 1942, 
followed by Ektachrome in 1946. 
This little ‘Brownie’ was made in the US and sold in 
the UK for 5 shillings in 1940. It took 127 film and was 
made of bakelite which made it susceptible to 
damage. It had fixed exposure f8 @ about 1/100sec.  
My choice of photographers of the 40’s include Ansel 
Adams, Angus McBean, Youssef Karsh, Man Ray and 
Cecil Beaton.









1950’s
Nikon S2 rangefinder camera now at full 35mm format 
24x36mm in 1952. 
Ilford Sportsman arrives in 1957.  
This was the first 35mm camera aimed at the amateur at a 
reasonable price. Build was acceptable as was the general 
image quality. 
Nikon F SLR introduced in 1959. 
Kodak introduces Tri-X mono film, followed by High Speed 
Ektachrome in 1959. 
My choice of photographers of the 50’s include Richard 
Avedon, Brett Weston and Bill Brandt.





1960’s
Kodachrome II replaces 
Kodachrome in 1961. 
Kodak Instamatic arrives in 1963. 
Ilford Cibachrome introduced in 
1969. 
Film was expensive for the amateur 
user at the start of the sixties. 
‘Government surplus’ 35mm film in 
100ft bulk was available by mail 
order through the back pages of the 
Amateur Photographer magazine. 
The user used a daylight bulk loader 
to reload cassettes. However this 
film wasn’t always as advertised and 
loading without scratching the film 
took great care. 
My choice of photographers of the 
60’s include Sam Haskins, Ansel 
Adams, Raymond Moore and 
George Pollock.













1970’s
220 film available from Ilford in FP4. 
Kodak Instamatic now reduced in size to use 110 film cartridge 
in 1972. 
Kodak invented the first digital camera the size of a toaster with 
Black and White images 0.01 megapixels. 
Kodak ‘Instant’ cameras for colour prints introduced in 1976. 
Hasselblad 500EL motorised body available with 70mm film 
back and magazines taking up to 75 exposures. 
Polaroid SX70 instant cameras available. 
My choice of photographers of the 70’s include Tom Hustler, 
Raymond Irons, Robert Mapplethorpe David Hamilton and 
Ishimoto.









This slide shows how a professional or an 
amateur with lots of spare time would 
evaluate an image for processing and 
enlarging. All settings used in generating the 
final print had to be meticulously noted if a 
second print was required or the first effort 
failed to live up to expectations. If your 
enlarger lamp required replacement or you 
changed your box of paper, then all this was 
subject to change. 



















1980’s
Ilford XP1 Chromogenic Mono film at 400ASA introduced. (Almost C41 compatible). 
Fibre based Multigrade arrived in 1986. 
FP4+ and Delta 400 announced in 1989. 
Kodak launched their Disc cameras with disc film cartridge in 1982 followed  by their ‘Fling’ camera 
using 110 film in 1987, and Single use 35mm cameras in 1989. 
My choice of photographers of the 80’s include Bob Carlos-Clarke, Barry Thornton, Eddie Ephraums, 
and Tim Rudman.





















CONCLUSION ?
I have chosen 1990 as the point when Digital cameras were beginning to 
emerge as an alternative to Film cameras and Adobe 1 was available for the first 
time. I use the term ‘alternative’ advisably. 
It was to be many years before Digital photography would become a viable 
alternative to film. Some say we are still not there yet.  
There is now a resurgence of interest in ‘Alternative’ processes with a 
corresponding plethora of supporting products. 
A digital print cannot (yet) equal the feeling of a ‘wet’ print, even from a scanned 
negative.  
In 2014 Digital images tend to be over saturated and over sharpened compared 
with their analogue precursers. 
!
!
THE END…………………………………………………………………………..


